
×Welcome to the 2nd issue of our new News-

letter.  Spearheaded by Mike Wise, we hope 

that this newsletter will become a must read 

around the Museum to learn about the excit-

ing new activities here in Mineral Sciences.   

The last few months have been an active 

one for our Department as we continue to add 

new faces.  Cara Santelli has started work as 

our new Curator in mineralogy.  Chris Herd, 

who is on the faculty at the University of Al-

berta, is spending this academic year with us 

on sabbatical working on martian meteorites.  

Yulia Goreva begins as a new postdoctoral 

fellow working with me and Glenn MacPher-

son.  Finally, we are particularly excited to 

have our first Artist Fellows, Ruth Jarman 

and Joe Gerhardt, who use moving images to 

interpret the relationships between solid mat-

ter and perception.  They will spend much of 

the Fall with us exploring the way we look at 

the Earth and Solar System and their histo-

ries.  The Department will continue growing 

well into the Fall as we finish our searches for 

a Data Manager and a new Curatorial-level 

volcanologist. 
In addition to the new faces, we continue 

to pursue exciting research opportunities.  

The Global Volcanism Program was selected 

for program funding from the Museum, our 

meteoritics group was well-represented at the 

annual Meteoritical Society meeting in New 

York (including at a special session dedicated 

to our late colleague Brian Mason), the min-

eralogy group concluded state-of-the-art re-

search on blue diamonds with their examina-

tion of the recently-displayed Wittelsbach-

Graff Diamond, and our petrology group sub-

mitted abstracts that will be presented at the 

annual Geological Society of America meet-

ing in Denver in late October. 

Look for this newsletter four times a year 

and join us in unlocking the mysteries of our 

Earth and Solar System. 

            -Tim McCoy, Chair, Mineral Sciences 
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×In August 

2010 the Na-

tional Museum 

of Natural His-

tory welcomed 

Dr. Cara 

Santelli as the 

newest member 

of the Depart-

ment of Min-

eral Sciences.  

Cara received 

her PhD at the 

Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology/Woods Hole Oceano-

graphic Institution where she focused her 

research on the microbial communities that 

inhabit basaltic rocks of the ocean crust and 

seafloor hydrothermal systems, and how these 

communities influence the geochemistry and 

mineralogy of deep-sea environments. 
Prior to coming to the Museum, Cara 

completed her post-doctoral appointment at 

Harvard University where she gained valuable 

experience in the curation of their mineralogy 

collection under the tutelage of curator Dr. 

Carl Francis. 

Dr. Santelli is a native of the Iron Range, 

Minnesota and will be pursuing research at 

NMNH in the field of biomineralogy.  Caraôs 

specific interests include: fluid-mineral-

microbe interactions, biomineralization, biore-

mediation of metal contaminated environ-

ments and the deep biosphere. 

 



 

×Meteorite expert Cari Corrigan and min-

eralogist Michael Wise of DMS hosted stu-

dents from National Geographicôs JASON 

Project.  The JASON Project, a nonprofit 

subsidiary of the National Geographic, devel-

ops multimedia science curricula for 5th ï 9th 

grade classrooms. The curricula are designed 

to motivate and inspire students to pursue 

interests and careers in science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics. 
To develop each science unit, JASON 

selects a small number of teachers and stu-

dent "Argonauts" to conduct fieldwork with 

host researchers. Interactions among teachers, 

students, and researchers are photographed 

and videotaped, and become part of the re-

sulting curriculum. 

This summer nine Argonauts and four 

teachers spent 11 days at a "boot camp" in 

Washington, D.C., and other locations, where 

they studied the subjects they'll be working 

on and learned protocols for scientific investi-

gation.  One of the locations the Argonauts 

visited was the Department of Mineral Sci-

ences at the National Museum of Natural His-

tory.  The students were given a behind-the-

scene tour of the meteorite collection by Cari.  

They also met with Mike who gave them a 

behind-the-scene tour of the mineral and gem 

collections.   
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Education & Outreach  
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Photos courtesy of the 

JASON Project. 

Look for New 
GGM Volunteers 

Coming Soon!  

In collaboration with 

the Office of  

Education &  

Outreach,  

the Department of  

Mineral Sciences is 

currently involved in 

the recruitment and 

training of volunteers 

for the Janet  

Annenberg Hooker 

Hall of Geology, 

Gems and Minerals.  

Six training sessions 

led by DMS staff will 

help new volunteers 

increase their ability 

to convey the  

messages of the  

exhibition and the 

Museum to the  

general public.  



 

Last fall, Mike led a different group of 

Argonauts on an underground tour of a peg-

matite mine where they uncovered an un-

known mineral.  The group returned to the 

Museum and with Mikeôs help, tried to 

identify this unknown specimen.  
Mikeôs work with the JASON Project 

garnered him a role as a featured host re-

searcher in their geology curriculum Opera-

tion: Tectonic Fury which 

was published this summer.  

The curriculum is online at 

the JASON Project website 

(http://www.jason.org) and 

is free to schools across the 

country.  Also check out 

the MasterMines game at 

http://www.jason.org/

digital_library/9576.aspx 

where Mike has been  

rendered as a ñtoonò. 
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Education & Outreach (cont.)  

Photos courtesy of the 

JASON Project. 
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http://www.facebook.com/TheJASONProject
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Education & Outreach (cont.)  

DMS at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival  

× One of the many pro-

grams at this yearôs Smith-

sonian Folklife Festival was 

"Smithsonian Inside Out," a 

program that featured 

Smithsonian staff from 

across the Institutionôs mu-

seums, research centers, and 

education and outreach pro-

grams.  On June 25, July 2 

and July 5, several of the 

DMS members staffed the 

ñMysteries of the Universeò 

tent where we showcased 

our internationally ac-

claimed Global Volcanism 

Program, examples of rocks 

and meteorites from our 

collections, and our research 

on granitic pegmatites.   

Photos by Michael Wise. 

NMNH Discovery 
Room updates 

Geology Activity  
 

The Discovery Room 

at NMNH now has an 

updated activity on 

the Earthôs Interior 

thanks to the help of 

Mike Wise. 


